
Inspection of Cliff Nursery
Cliff Nursery, Martin Croft, Silkstone, BARNSLEY, South Yorkshire S75 4JS

Inspection date: 9 October 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive with their parents and are greeted by friendly staff who they are 
familiar with. This helps children feel welcome. Children are confident and friendly. 
They ask the inspector her name and answer her questions. They tell the inspector 
what they like doing and who they would go to if they were upset. Staff help 
children to understand how to keep themselves safe. They teach them how to use 
tools, such as a knife, safely and to hold onto hand rails when climbing up and 
down steps.

The key-person system works very well. Each key person has a buddy who knows 
the children they take care of as well as they do. This means if there are any 
unexpected staff absences children have someone familiar who takes care of them. 
A lot of emphasis is placed on finding out about babies' home routines and every 
effort is made to maintain these. This helps babies to settle quickly. Staff teach 
children the importance of sharing, taking turns and helping others. Babies are 
encouraged to pass toys to each other. Older children hand out food contributed by 
their parents to the senior members of the community during the harvest festival. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n When babies wake up from sleeping, they get the cuddles they need to help 
them do this in their own time. Babies explore, crawl, climb and toddle around. 
They chatter away in their own baby language as they seek out interactions 
from staff. This is acknowledged by staff who encourage them to continue with 
what they have to say. 

n Staff are committed and work exceptionally well as a team. Following the last 
inspection changes were made to how staff observe and assess children's 
progress. For instance, they are given time away from the care rooms to 
evaluate their observations and find out what children need to learn next. A 
schedule for regular supervision has been introduced. Staff told the inspector 
that they feel valued and respected and that their workload has become more 
manageable. 

n Managers monitor the quality of teaching and learning effectively and found a 
weakness in the teaching of literacy and mathematics. They sourced extra 
training for staff to help them promote literacy and mathematics more 
successfully. However, although basic mathematics, such as early counting, is 
promoted throughout the setting, the programme for extending children's 
mathematical development even further is not yet consistently implemented. 

n Children have very good social skills and demonstrate a real confidence in their 
physical ability. They climb, jump, run and use large tyres to test their balance. 
However, the layout of the pre-school 2 room leaves limited space for children to 
move freely and the pathway in the baby room is restricted by the number of 
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toys left lying around.
n Teachers are invited to meet the children who will be joining their school. The 

key person provides them with information about children's development. 
Children are shown a school uniform and photographs of different parts of the 
school. This helps to reassure children as they prepare for their move on to 
school. 

n Children in each of the five care rooms help staff to select two favourite books 
for the term which are called 'Cliff's top 10'. One of these is a book about a bear 
hunt, which children eagerly act out when they go outdoors. Children retell the 
story and act out different actions, such as stomp, stride and roar as they search 
for the bear. 

n Children enjoy activities provided by other professionals, such as dance and 
lessons in Spanish. This helps to widens children's knowledge and experiences. 

n Parents speak very highly of the staff who 'always have a smile on their face'. 
Parents are provided with a few ways to find out about their children's 
development, such as an online system and parents' evenings. However, there is 
not enough focus on how parents can help their children to continue with what 
they are learning in the setting while at home. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders, managers and staff speak confidently about safeguarding and child 
protection issues. They attend regular training and are questioned about 
safeguarding daily. As a result, they have a robust knowledge and understanding of 
safeguarding, including wider issues such as radicalisation and extremism. Staff are 
very clear about the procedures they need to implement should they receive an 
allegation against a member of staff, or feel a child is at risk. This helps to keep 
children safe. The recruitment procedure is robust. For example, managers check 
qualifications, experience and seek at least two references. This helps to ensure 
that staff working with children are suitable. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n continue to monitor the teaching of mathematics so that it is consistently strong 
throughout the setting 

n review how space is used in the baby room and the pre-school 2 room and how 
it can be used more flexibly to support children's physical skills

n explore ways to engage parents and help them to complement what children are 
learning in the setting so they make swifter progress.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY428292

Local authority Barnsley

Inspection number 10106781

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 to 11

Total number of places 114

Number of children on roll 156

Name of registered person Agnes Educational Enterprises Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP530667

Telephone number 01226792350

Date of previous inspection 17 April 2019

Information about this early years setting

Cliff Nursery registered in 2011 and is privately run. The nursery employs 35 
members of childcare staff, 33 of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications 
at level 2 or above. The provider holds early years professional status and two staff 
have early years teacher status. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday all year 
round, except for one week at Christmas and on bank holidays. Sessions are from 
7.30am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- 
and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
June Rice

Inspection activities

n The inspector completed a learning walk with leaders of each room.
n The inspector observed the quality of teaching and its impact on children's 

learning.
n The inspector spoke to the management team, staff and the cook.  
n The inspector looked at training certificates and suitability checks.
n The inspector took account of parents' and children's views.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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